
 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent  

December 16, 2018  

The Generosity of HOPE 

We often talk about the joy of giving during this season, but we often lose that joy in our need to be better.  
 
Maybe we need to rethink how Christmas is celebrated in order to share with others. Instead of having two 
toys, maybe one needs to be given away. It doesn’t take long to discover that people feel overwhelmed and less 
happy with more stuff. The push for minimalism is a direct response to realizing that having more things can 
drain people of joy. On the other end, people who are generous tend to have more joy and compassion. When 
we learn to live with open-handed generosity toward others, we learn to be more dependent on God. We also 
learn that everything we have is God’s and that living in God’s kingdom redefines what generosity looks like. 
 
The obsession to get ahead, to have more, to keep up with the Joneses, is not a new one. While sharing might 
be a lesson we learn as children, it is much more difficult to live out as we grow. The kingdom of God is one of 
level ground, where we love and care for one another. It isn’t enough to say we belong to a family of faith; we 
must be people of faith, which means living lives of generosity toward those around us, illustrating our love for 
God and others and demonstrating our faith that God loves and cares for all of us. Out of our generosity, the 
world might see and know a generous God who left the riches of heaven so that we might be free of sin. 

 

The Joy Candle 
Sunday Scripture Reading: Luke 3:7–18 

Prayer 
Dear God, help us to give and share with others joyfully. Even when it’s hard, help us know that your kingdom 
is one where people share with each other. Help me to see the needs others have, and show me the ways I can 
help to meet those needs. Teach us to be generous people as we bring joy to the world around us in your name. 
Amen. 

 

Advent Individual Reading Plan 

 Third Sunday of Advent, December 16, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 3:7–18  
 Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2–6; Zephaniah 3:14–20; Philippians 4:4–7  

 Monday, December 17, 2018 Scripture Reading: Hebrews 13:7–17    
 Additional Scriptures: Numbers 16:1–19; Isaiah 11:1–9  

 Tuesday, December 18, 2018 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11:1–9     
 Additional Scriptures: Numbers 16:20–35; Acts 28:23–31  

 Wednesday, December 19, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 7:31–35    
 Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1–9; Micah 4:8–13  

 Thursday, December 20, 2018 Scripture Reading: Hebrews 10:10–18    
 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 80:1–7; Jeremiah 31:31–34  

 Friday, December 21, 2018 Scripture Reading: Hebrews 10:32–39    
 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 80:1–7; Isaiah 42:10–18  

 Saturday, December 22, 2018 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 66:7–11    
 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 80:1–7; Luke 13:31–35 


